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Aristotle, Ethics (trans. Bruni) Italy (?Florence), s. xv2/4 

STRUCTURE 

Material: Thickish parchment (skin, hair-hair), 179 × 129mm. Fols: ii + 152 + ii; first and last flyleaves paper 

conjoint with pastedowns, the inner flyleaves parchment perhaps added with binding. A pencil foliation placed 

just below the left-hand bottom corner of the text: 1-152. 

Collation: Quires of eight: i-xix8. No catchwords but in the lower margin (c. 30mm below last line) and between 

the inner bounding lines, quire signatures, written as a capital letter in one continuous series for all but last 

quire, ‘A’-‘S’. 

Layout: Throughout = (17 + [119] + 43) × (20 + 5 + [74] + 5 + 25)mm. Each leaf dry-ruled on the hair-side. 

Double vertical bounding lines, reaching the edge of the folio; horizontals ragged in the margins. Rare signs of 

full pricking (eg fol. 52, 121). 23 long lines, above top line (so height of ruled space = 118mm).  

Script: Tiny upright humanist cursive bookhand. The script has many of the required humanist features — g 

with a diagonal neck and open loop as descender, tall final s, subscript digraph mark and ampersand — but 

rendered in a way faintly reminiscent of cancelleresca. Ascenders on d and h have a small loop at the top of 

their ascender; the arch of h curves below the line; a takes a simple single-bowled form.  

Illumination: Small three- or four-line bianchi girari initials at the start of each book (fol. 1, 17, 28, 45v, 61, 77, 

88v, 105v, 121, 135v). The gold letter sits on a dark palette of blue, purple and muddy green, with a pattern of 

green dots on the purple. 

Binding: Brown leather over pasteboards (s. xix). Stamped in gold at the centre of each board, a roundel in 

which sits a crest, with the arms per pale, an approximation of the arms of Edward the Confessor, and a chevron 

between three dexter hands; around the crest, the motto ‘Carpe Diem’. This may be the work of the London 

bookbinder, Charles Lewis (1786-1836). On the spine, in first compartment, ‘Aristoteles Ethicorum Libri’ (on a 

slip added to the binding) and, in the second, ‘MS. Saec. XV’ (added). 

2o fo.: [ali]arum fines; electio [3] 

CONTENTS 

Fol. 1-152: Aristoteles latinus, Ethica (trans. Leonardo Bruni, without preface): 

Omnis ars omnisque doctrina similter … legibus et moribus. | Deo gratias. Amen. 
The ten books divide: I fol. 1-17: II fol. 17-28, III: fol. 28-45v, IV: fol. 45v-61, V: fol. 61-77; VI: fol. 61-88; VII: 

88v-105; VIII: fol. 105v-121, IX: fol. 121-135v; X: fol. 135v-152. The final recto is blank apart from the top 

twelve lines. 

 

Fol. 152v: blank 

HISTORY 

This pocket-book, presumably designed for portability and private study, is recalcitrant about 

revealing the details of its production. The style of quire signatures is distinctive and related 

by Derolez mainly to Florence and Naples; of those two possibilities, the initials suggest a 

Florentine origin is more likely. It should be noted, however, that Derolez’s examples of such 

quire signatures are from manuscripts written in a full littera antiqua. In a letter to the 

Houghton, A. C. de la Mare apparently proposed an origin of Florence, c. 1415-1425, though 

the combination of script and quire signatures might suggest it was produced in the following 

decade, ie 1425-1435. 

They are very few non-scribal interventions to assist with reconstructing its early provenance: 

the addition of book numbers in a cursive script at the start of each of them may be by the 

scribe, leaving the only addition being crosses added in the margin (eg fol. 115).  
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The travels of the volume can only be fully reconstructed from the nineteenth century. At the 

front flyleaf, which is integral to the binding, there is a note, now crossed out, which shows 

that, for a time, the contents of this manuscript were misidentified ‘Cicero de Legibus et 

Moribus’. It was given this designation when sold as the property of Thomas Edwards of 

Halifax in 1828 (lot 217) and subsequently as the property of Philip August Hanrott (d. 

1856), in the sale of 1833 when it was no. 1418. We can trace the ownership back another 

step — or, at least, we can note that the arms on the binding are known from other volumes 

(both manuscript and printed), all of which were bought by Edwards. They have been 

tentatively identified by Hobson and Woodcock as belonging to John Webster (d. 1826), a 

London attorney.   

Our manuscript was bought at the Hanrott sale by the book-seller Henry Bohn (1796-1884) 

— de Ricci seems to be in error in suggesting it was once owned by John Alfred Wigan (d. 

1869; pace de Ricci, his bookplate does not appear in this volume). It was still considered a 

volume of Cicero when in the Bohn sale of 1870 (no. 8819), from where it passed to 

Quaritch, and then to William Morris, whose ex libris appears at the top inside of the front 

board. It was presumably Morris who recognised the error in the identification and had the 

slip added to the spine to give the correct title. It was Sydney Cockerell, working for Morris, 

who deleted the note at the front flyleaf and added above it ‘The Ethics of Aristotle, in Latin’.  

After Morris’s death, the volume moved across the Atlantic: it was owned by Preston A. 

Perry, being auctioned on 21 April 1908 as no. 271. It was bought by Charles Eliot Norton 

(1827-1908), who both inscribed the front flyleaf with his name and the year, 1908, and had 

his bookplate added to the inside of the front board. From Norton it was bought by Harvard in 

October of the same year; it was recorded by de Ricci as Harvard’s ‘Norton 2008’. 
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