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Aristotle, Ethics (trans. Bruni) England, s. xvmed 

 

STRUCTURE 

 
Material: Paper, with outermost and central bifolia of the quire parchment; one paperstock (Hand mit 

Halbmond: Piccard online 154726-154750, closest to those from the 1430s). 144 × 102mm. Fols: v + 246 + vi; 

all flyleaves integral with binding, as are the pairs of paper leaves inserted at the centre of some quires (between 

fol. 39 and 40, fol. 71 and 72, fol. 119 and 120, and fol. 164 and 165); thus the total number of medieval leaves 

present is 238. Pencil foliation at bottom left: 1-234, excluding flyleaves and inserted paper leaves; in addition, 

it not only misses one leaf after fol. 125, 143 and 200 but also counts fol. 138 twice, so that it is four below 

actual foliation by end.  

Collation: Quires of sixteen (collation omits the later inserted leaves): i16 wanting first and second and with one 

added as fol. 11 ii-xiv16 xv20 wanting last five after fol. 234. Simple horizontal catchwords, usually placed 

within three sides of a rectangle, just below text to the right. Leaf signatures in continuous series often visible at 

bottom right corner (eg fol. 16 = ‘bj’, fol. 55 = ‘dviij’, fol. 227 = ‘qviiij’ etc). 

Layout: Throughout = (15 + [92] + 37) × (10 + [70] + 22)mm. Ruled leaving brownish mark, the single vertical 

bounding lines and the top and bottom horizontal lines reaching the edges of the folio. Signs of full pricking in 

the outer margin (eg fol. 31, 173) are rare. 16/20 long lines, below top line. 

Script: One gothic cursive script, with secretary features, eg horned g, shading on long s; some loops on 

ascenders (b and l), and final s is double-bowled. Little space is left between the lines, and there is little 

attention to right justification.  

Illumination: there are two-line pen-flourished initials, for each book and each chapter within it. The letter is in 

blue and the filigree background in red, with some jagged teeth to the sprays in the margin.  

Binding: Light brown leather over pasteboards (s. xix). The boards are blind-stamped to form rectangles with a 

trefoil at each corner and patterns in line with the four raised bands. The spine repeats the trefoil in each 

compartment, except that between the first and second bands, which has a red leather label, on which is stamped 

in gold: ‘De Philosophia. MSS. 15th Century’. Both pastedowns and the adjoining page in each case are 

marbled. 

2o fo.: facultates 

CONTENTS 

Fol. 1-234: Aristoteles latinus, Ethica (trans. Leonardo Bruni, with dedication): 

Omnis ars omnisque doctrina similter … [fol. 233] legibus et moribus. Explicit noua 

translacio Ethicorum Sequitur epistola Leonardi aretini Ad summum Pontificem. Non nouum 

esse constat beatissime pater … rerum ipsarum quedam premisi. Explicit. 
The ten books divide: I fol. 1-20; II fol. 20-34; III fol. 34-60; IV fol. 60-89; V fol. 89-116; VI fol. 116-135; VII 

fol. 135-162v; VIII fol. 163-186; IX fol. 186v-207v; X fol. 207v-233. 

Fol. 234v: blank 

HISTORY 

The volume gives no explicit evidence of the context of its production. Its palaeography and 

illumination show it is of English origin, and textual collation relates it to two other 

manuscripts, CAMBRIDGE: UNIVERSITY LIBRARY, MS. Dd. xii. 44 (s: ‘M. John Hyl’, probably 

of Oriel, Oxford) and OXFORD: NEW COLLEGE, MS. lat. 228 (s: ‘Jo. R.’). It may have 

descended from the same prototype as them, while its errors demonstrate that it cannot have 

been a source for either of them. Both those manuscripts have an Oxford association, 

suggesting the likely place of production of this volume. What is more, it may be an earlier 

descendant of the prototype than the other two, because its paper suggests it was created in 

the 1440s or, at the latest, the early 1450s.   
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All the codicological features of this manuscript — its small size, its quires (which are both 

encarté and of a large number of bifolia), its cursive script — suggest that the copy was 

intended to be portable and used for private study. At the same time, the scribe was not the 

only person to intervene in the manuscript. One hand, writing in a mixed cursive with 

anglicana r, corrects the text in the first books, adding text in the lower margin (fol. 28, 33, 

44, 48). Another, more current hand adds some annotations (fol. 52v, 53v, 54, 124, 125-

125bis, 127, 128v, 129v-130, 132v, 136v, 138). Both appear to be near-contemporaneous with 

the scribe’s work.  

Little is known of the later history of the manuscript. After it was rebound in the nineteenth 

century, it received a book-plate depicting a crest (a coronet, with a dexter arm in armour 

embowed with a sword entwined with a snake) above the name ‘Woolmer’. That owner is not 

yet identified. That it was subsequently on the market is demonstrated by the book-sellers’ 

price codes on the verso of the opening flyleaf, with one hand also adding a title, echoing that 

on the spine: ‘On Philosophy 15 Saec.’. It is not clear at what point the manuscript moved to 

the States — there is no match for it in the sales recorded in the Scheonberg database — but 

it is known that it reached the Houghton as a bequest of Professor Werner Jaeger (1888-

1961), who had been at Harvard since 1939. A label recorded that gift is stuck to the upper 

part of the inside of the upper board; another, in the same position at the lower board, records 

the accession number, ‘*62M-25’. It thus arrived just too late to be included in Faye and 

Bond. 
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